
History of Yarrow
We acknowledge that Yarrow and surrounding area 

are on the ancestral, traditional, and unceded territory 
of the people of the Sumas (Sema:th, Sum -Aht) 
and Chilliwack (Ch.ihl -kway -uhk , Chilukweyuk)

tribes of the St·:lƺ and Tzeachten Salish First Nations.



Historically, people of the Sumas (Sema:th, Sum -Aht) 
and Chilliwack (Ch.ihl -kway -uhk , Chilukweyuk) tribes 
of the St·:lƺ and Tzeachten Salish First Nations 

resided in the region around Sumas Lake . 

The Chilliwack traded with the 
Salish tribes on the Nooksack 
River of Washington State by 
way of the Old Nooksack trail 

meandering between 
Vedder Mountain & Sumas Lake, 
and by way of Cultus Lake and 

Columbia Valley.



Indigenous Territory 1858 :  Oliver N. Wells: The Chilliwacks and Their Neighbours     



In 1905, Joseph Knox (c. 1857 - 1931) and Margaret Knox (1845 - 1910) bought
the Vedder Ranch located east of Sumas Lake and south of the Vedder River.

Joseph and Margaret Knox
Photograph Courtesy of Ethel and Edith Knox

Circa 1908, Knox sold to Ernest 

Crain and Chauncey Eckert 

a large portion of his farm 

west of Yale Road (Wilson Road), 

which went due north to the 

Vedder River from the eastern 

end of Majuba Hill.



Majuba Hill School 1905

Miss Pearl Crankshaw -Dusthoeft and Students
    From Majuba Hill and Vedder River Flats



Vedder Mountain School 1915

Students From Vedder River Flats and East Along the Vedder River
Photograph Courtesy of Donald Hudson



Majuba Hill School 1920

Looking North toward Sumas Mountain from Majuba Hill



Vancouver ð Chilliwack Train 
Tracks Completed  1910



Chilliwack End of the Line: BC Electric Railway Line



Sumas Lake Towards Vedder Mountain 1915



Sumas Lake Along Vedder Mountain 1915

Sumas Lake Looking East Along Vedder Mountain ñ 1915
B.C.E. Tracks Lower Left, Yale Road Center Right



Sumas Lake: Chilliwack BCE Line Dyke1923

Ewert, Henry. The Story of the B.C. Electric Railway 
Company. North Vancouver, BC: Whitecap Books, 1986. 159.



Vedder Canal Construction 1920 -24



Sumas Dyking District ñ January 1926

Murton, James. Creating a Modern Countryside: Liberalism and Land 
Resettlement in British Columbia. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press, 2007. 117.



Sumas Prairie: Bellerose Station looking North-East 1926

Sumas Mountain and Chilliwack Mountain in Background



Vedder River Flats 1920s

Mr &Mrs Abe Simmons, Mrs Hudson, Rosa Martin, Jack Martin & Mrs Martin 
Photograph Courtesy of Chester Brown



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Hudson Family

Esther and Edward Hudson Ed Hudson Jr. and Esther Mathews



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Hudson Family

Original Hudson House Prior to 1920 Edward Hudson's Farm House Duncan Road at the "S" Corner

Hudson Family Photographs Courtesy of Donald Hudson



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Brown Family

Original Brown Family home and back yard on Browne RoadRobert Brown



Vedder River Flats 1930s: Brown Family

Elizabeth Brown, Margaret Maitland, Annetta Brown1936 Robert, Elizabeth, Chester, Annetta 1934

Brown Family Photographs Courtesy of Chester Brown



Yarrow Founder: Chauncey Eckert

ñ 1905: Joseph and Margaret Knox  buy the Vedder 
Ranch.

ñ 1908 : Chauncey Eckert buys land  west of Yale Road 
(Wilson Road), which went north to the Vedder River 
from the eastern end of Majuba Hill. 

ñ 1927:  Eckert advertise s òfarmland for sale ó in the 
Winnipeg Free Press Farmer .

ñ 1928: Mennonite families  from  the Canadian Prairies  
are  eager buyers. 

ñ 1930õs: More Mennonites  from Russia, and Mexico 
arrive. They develop a village like their Mennonite 
villages on the Ukrainian steppes of Russia. 



Majuba Hill 1920s

William Siddall and Chauncey Eckert
Siddall Residence Garden 1920s

Photograph Courtesy of Ray Parker ð Son of Vivian (Siddall) Parker



Majuba Hill: Siddall Center 1920s and 30s

Siddallõs Store, Post Office, and House south of Yarrow Station on the BCE Railway
   Yale Road on the right and Wilson Road heading north on the left

Photograph Courtesy of Frank Parker



Yarrow Pioneers: Ella and Bill Siddall

Ella and Bill Siddall
Ella Siddall with Vivian and 

Arthur, circa 1922Photographs Courtesy of Frank Parker



Majuba Hillcrest United Church Congregation, circa 1925

Rev. R.A. Redman and congregation: Charles & Julia Sabo, Fred & Maybelle Maitland, Chauncey & Frances Eckert,
Ralph Golder, Eva Siddall, Julia Wittenberg, Cora Haley and several unidentified people.

Photograph Courtesy of Frank Parker



Majuba Hill Pioneers 

George and Henrietta Knox
Edith Caroline and Ethel Irene

Photograph Courtesy Ethel and Edith Knox

Maitland Family : Fred, Mabel, Margaret, Evelyn

Photograph Courtesy of Bill Bigmore



Yarrow Pioneers: The Ord Family

Helen and Harry Ord Ord Family's Majuba Hill Home

Photographs Courtesy of the Ord Family Album



Yarrowõs Majuba Hill Settlers: The Wiensz Family

Peter and Maria Wiensz's Majuba Hill Farm 1945
Vedder Mountain and Old Yale Road in the background

Yarrow Station to the left and east
Belrose Station to the right and west

Extended Wiensz Family:  Spring, 1946

Photographs Courtesy of Irwin Wiensz



Yarrow Station at Wilson Road and Majuba Hill

Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen
Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, 

BC: Klassen, 1976.



The American Henry Norton Ord was a joint partner of Canadian Hop Yards, and 
owner of Ord hop fields on Sumas Prairie (Fuggle Hop Garden) and in Kamloops

Sumas Prairie Hop Fields

Helen and Henry Ord with twins Edmund and John Canadian Hop Yards, Sumas Prairie



Picking Hops by Hand



Yarrowõs Pioneers 1919 & 1924



Eckert waited twenty years to get a 

return on the land purchased in 1908 

from Joseph and Margaret Knox. 

Eckert advertised his land for sale in 

in the Winnipeg Free Press Farmer, 

reprinted as a letter in 

the Mennonitische Rundschau. 

Mennonite families, anxious to 

escape the harsh climate of the 

Canadian Prairies, were eager buyers. 

They saw these Fraser Valley, virgin 

farmlands as a golden opportunity for 

a fresh start. 

Mennonites thronged west, drawn by 

Eckert's generous financial terms. 

1927:  Eckert advertise s 
òfarmland for sale ó in the 
Winnipeg Free Press Farmer .

http://www.yarrowbc.ca/pioneers/village.html#rundschau


Between the summers of 
1928 and 1929, passengers 
travelling regularly between 
Chilliwack and Vancouver on 
the B.C. Electric interurban 
trains witnessed a village 
emerge on the plain below 
Vedder Mountain. 

To occasional travellers, 
however, Yarrow 
materialized as an instant 
village. 

That Yarrow was an instant, 
Mennonite village is evident 
from the Mennonite names 
that appear on the list of 
residents in Wrigley's 
Yarrow Directory for 1929.

1928 -29 Mennonite Settlers Flock to Yarrow to take up farm land.



Mennonite Arrival by
William & Ella Siddall

Yarrow's original pioneer 
residents could have 
viewed this influx of 
Mennonite immigrants 
with concern, and even 
some alarm and 
trepidation. 

Thankfully, in answer to 
prayers, the new 
pioneers made friends, 
got work, built homes, 
raised children, and 
founded churches, and 
establishing their 
Mennonite society and 
town. 



Yarrow Elementary School 1928

On opening day, September 13, 1928 the school had twenty -nine children. 

Miss Currie transferred from Majuba Hill School. 

  In 1929, Mr Carl Wilson became the Principal of the Yarrow Elementary School. 

Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen
Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.



In 1930 with  Yarrow's spiralling growth, the School 
Board built another one -room building. The two 
buildings fronted on Yarrow Central Road.  

Photograph Courtesy of Elizabeth Sukkau Penner

Yarrow Elementary School 1932



Yarrow Elementary School 1932

Looking Northwest toward Sumas Mountain
Photograph Courtesy of Elizabeth Sukkau Penner



Yarrow School Children 1934 -35



Yarrow Elementary School 1937 
with Principal Carl Wilson



Gathering of Yarrow Mennonite Pioneers 1928

Park Where Eckert Road Crosses Stewart Creek  Near Vedder Mountain



First Mennonite Church Meeting 1928

Good Friday 1928

 Home of Johann 
Jantzen Family

Northwest 
Corner of Central 

and Wilson 
Roads



Yarrow Pioneers
Peter P. Giesbrecht and Elizabeth Wittenberg Giesbrecht

Children: Margaret, Peter P., Elizabeth, Mary, David, Susie, Gertrude, Cornelius, Helena, John



Yarrow Pioneers: Margaretha & Heinrich Enns 1929 Heinrich Enns: woodworking shop.

Margaretha & Heinrich Enns came to Yarrow with their eight children February 20th, 1929. 

Mrs. Enns trained as a mid -wife in Russia. Until the 1940's Mrs. Enns delivered many of Yarrow's babies.

 She was well known to Chilliwack doctors and they often asked her to continue the care of a patient.



Four Derksen Brothers Arrive in Yarrow 1929

Top right: Johann Derksen's General Store & 

gas pump were the first in Yarrow.

Bottom right: Gerhard Derksenôs home on 

Central Road with a garage for son Jake's truck 

and their Texaco gas station.



Sumas Prairie Tobacco Industry

Henry and Anna Buhlerõs Farm: Site of Totem Tobacco Company
Corner of #3 Road and Interprovincial Highway

Photograph Courtesy of Bob Buhler.



Sumas Prairie Tobacco Industry



Yarrowõs Pioneering Businesses 

Right: 1932: After BC Electric installed power to 
Yarrow. Henry Sukkau wired houses for electricity. 

Below: George Reimer's Machine Shed on Stewart 
Road. Note the steel wheels on the tractor.

Bottom Right: Yarrow Bicycle Shop on Central Road.
The building housed many different business over 

the years: Shoe Maker, Pizza Takeout, etc.



Yarrowõs Pioneering Businesses 

Jacob A. Froese built Yarrow's first Meat MarketYarrow Electric with Dave Epp

Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.



Yarrowõs Early Settlersõ Homes 

1928: Peter & Liese Berg home on Central 
Road, was the first house built in Yarrow

1928: Eckert Road home of Jacob G. 
Epp family. 
The wood, ordered from a catalogue, 
was shipped by boxcar to Yarrow by the 
BCE Railway.



Yarrowõs Early Settlersõ Homes 

Yarrow Central Road Looking East in 1929
1007 Central Road Background Left: 

Gerhard Derksen's
1012 Central Road Foreground Right:
Peter Tiessen's, Corney Langemannõs, 

Wilhelm Martens', & Katie Wiens'
Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen

1940's: Central Road looking west.
Right: Jake Derksen's Texaco Station, 
Gerhard Derksenõs home behind it;

Heinrich Harms home & barn, 
MB Church & Elim Bible School.

Left: Derksen's Lumber Yard



Vedder  River Flats Mennonite Settlers
1928 Nickel Family at 1930 Duncan Road

The Vedder River Flats lay outside the Yarrow dykes. 
making it subject to flooding during the spring freshets.  

The flood damage made farming impossible. 
 

Summer 1931 the Nickel family moved to 
the rented Chadsey farm on Majuba Hill. 

Courtesy of Bill Nickel.



Vedder  River Flats Mennonite Settlers
1936 The Derksen Family at the Vedder River west of Ford Road

Now the Vedder River Campground

Julius and Katharina Derksen family ñ 1936
Julius Jr., Katharina, Julius, Katie, 

George Siemens, Sara, Jake

Katie Derksen and her chickens ñ 1937
Chicken Barn next to the Vedder River



1936 Sumas Prairie Flood

Even after the Vedder Canal Dykes were built in 1924 and Sumas 
Lake was drained, Sumas Prairie was subject to flooding

George Ferguson Farm ñ Vedder 
Mountain in background

ñ  Photographs Courtesy of Chester Brown  ñ



The 1948 Fraser and 
Vedder River Floods



The 1948 Fraser and Vedder River Floods

The severe flood in May and June of 1948 was the 
outcome of a number of circumstances. 

Cool weather during the spring delayed the thawing 
of the snow in the mountains until late May. 

Over the Victoria Day weekend, temperatures 
spiked, rapidly melting the mountains' snow pack, 
substantially raising the water levels of the Fraser 

and Vedder Rivers. 

At the same time, the moon's position in relation to 
the earth and the sun caused unusually high tides,  

slowing the flow of the Fraser River, and backing up 
the Vedder River. 

Between May 28 and June 3, dykes were breached, 
flooding large tracts of land in the region of the 

confluence of the Fraser and Vedder Rivers

1948 Flood: Browne Road & Vedder River:

Raymond Wiens & Elmer Wiens with 
Katie and Luetta Wiens in the Ford car



The Great Flood of 1951  

Boundary Road 
Homes Flooded

Log Jam Hazard 
Vedder Canal Bridge

BC Electric Railway Bridge 
Embankment Blasted For High Water


