History of Yarrow

We acknowledge that Yarrow and surrounding area
are on the ancestral, traditional, and unceded territory
of the people of the Sumas (Sema.th, Sum -Aht)
and Chiflliwack (Ch.ih/ -kway -uhk , Chilukweyuk)
tri bes of the St-:13 and Tzeachten Sali
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The Chilliwack traded with the
Salish tribes on the Nooksack
River of Washington State by
way of the Old Nooksack trail
: meandering between
I Veedder Mountain & Sumas Lake,
and by way of Cultus Lake and
| Columbia Valley.

Map 111, Chilliwack. Piialt, and adjacent areas

: villages and archaological sites.
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Indigenous Territory 1858 : Oliver N. Wells: The Chilliwacks  and Their Neighbours
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In 1905, Joseph Knox (c. 1857 - 1931) and Margaret Knox (1845 - 1910) bought
the Vedder Ranch located east of Sumas Lake and south of the Vedder River.

Circa 1908, Knox sold to Ernest
Crain and Chauncey Eckert

a large portion of his farm

west of Yale Road (Wilson Road),
which went due north to the
Vedder River from the eastern
end of Majuba Hill.

Joseph and Margaret Knox
Photograph Courtesy of Ethel and Edith Knox



Majuba Hill School 1905
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Miss Pearl Crankshaw
From Majuba Hill and Vedder River Flats



Vedder Moum‘a/'n 5(:/700/ 1915

Students From Vedder River Flats and East A/ong the Vedder River
Photograph Courtesy of Donald Hudson



Majuba Hill School 1920

Looking North toward Sumas Mountain from Majuba Hill



Vancouver 0 Chilliwack Train Premier McBride Celebrates

Driving the Last Spike

Tracks Completed 1910

— — — The Vancouver Daily Province, Monday, October 3,1910 — — —

\* > g

After the "last spike” ceremony, the official
party opening the line sat down to a
sumptuous banquet.

LAST SPIKE DRIVEN ON CHILLIWACK TRAMLINE

Premier McBriDe OFFICIATES AT
HisTory-MmAKING CEREMONY AT CHILLIWACK

New Westlhinster, 10:00 AM, October 3, 1910 Dﬁi[:al Party Made First Run Dver LinE’
Official Guests Board the . . .
First Interurban Train Bound for Chilliwack LEﬂ\flﬂg Granville Street Stﬂtl':'“s

(Ewert, Henry. The Story of the B.C. Electric Railway Company. P 86.). Vancouver, Eﬂl’|1||' This Mo rning



Chilliwack End of the Line: BC Electric Railway Line

Chilliwack, B.C. — Chilliwack Depot
(Ewert, Henry. The Story of the B.C. Electric Railway Company. P 126.)



Sumas Lake Towards Vedder Mountain 1915




Sumas Lake Along Vedder Mountain 1915
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Sumas Lake Looking East Along Vedder Mountain A 1915
B.C.E. Tracks Lower Left, Yale Road Center Right



Ewert, Henry. The Story of the B.C. Electric Railway
Company. North Vancouver, BC: Whitecap Books, 1986. 159.



Vedder Canal Construction 1920 -24

g Building the
g “ﬂ dam at

b e Pump Tomn
;g Emj 1920

0ld Sumas Station”
was used from

1923 - 1983

Suction dredge Colonel Tobin and Work camp at Pumptown
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Sumas Dyking District n January 1926

Murton, James. Creating a Modern Countryside: Liberalism and Land
Resettlement in British Columbia. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press, 2007. 117.



Sumas Prairie: Bellerose Station looking North-East 1926

Sumas Mountain and Chilliwack Mountain in Background



Vedder River Flats 1920s
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Mr &Mrs Abe Simmons, Mrs Hudson, Rosa Martin, Jack Martin & Mrs Martin
Photograph Courtesy of Chester Brown



Vedder River Flats 1920s. Hudson Family

Esther and Eadward Hudson Ed Hudson Jr. and Esther Mathews



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Hudson Family

Original Hudson House Prior to 1920 Eadward Hudson's Farm House Duncan Road at the "S" Corner

Hudson Family Photographs Courtesy of Donald Hudson



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Brown Family

Robert Brown Original Brown Family home and back yard on Browne Road



Vedder River Flats 1930s: Brown Family

Elizabeth Brown, Margaret Maitland, Annetta Brownl1936 Robert, Elizabeth, Chester, Annetta 1934

Brown Family Photographs Courtesy of Chester Brown



yarrow Founder. Chauncey Eckert

A 1905: Joseph and Margaret Knox buy the Vedder
Ranch.

A 1908 : Chauncey Eckert buys land  west of Yale Road
(Wilson Road), which went north to the Vedder River
from the eastern end of Majuba Hill.

A 1927: Eckert advertise s ofarmiand for sale o in the
Winnijpeg Free Press Farmer

A 1928: Mennonite families from the Canadian Prairies
are eager buyers.

n 1930 dsere Mennonites from Russia, and Mexico
arrive. They develop a village like their Mennonite

villages on the Ukrainian steppes of Russia.




Majuba Hill 1920s

‘

William Siddall and Chauncey Eckert

Sidaall Residence Garden 1920s
Photograph Courtesy of Ray Parker 0 Son of Vivian (Siddall) Parker



Majuba Hill.  Sidadall Center 1920s and 30s

S/ ddall 6s Stor e, Post Of fi c e, and House south of Yar r ow

Yale Road on the right and Wilson Road heading north on the left
Photograph Courtesy of Frank Parker



Yarrow Pioneers. Ella and Bill Siddall

Ella and Bill Sidaall

Photographs Courtesy of Frank Parker Arthur, circa 1922

Ella Siddall with Vivian and



Majuba Hillcrest United Church Congregation, circa 1925
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Rev. R.A. Redman and congregation: Charles & Julla Sabo, Fred & Maybelle Maitlana, Chauncey & Frances Eckert,
Ralph Golder, Eva Siddall, Julla Wittenberg, Cora Haley and several unidentified people.
Photograph Courtesy of Frank Parker



Majuba Hill Pioneers
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George and Henrfetia Knox Hand / .
Edith Caroline and Ethel Irene Maitland Family  : Fred, Mabel, Margaret, Evelyn

Photograph Courtesy Ethel and Edith Knox Fhotograph Courtesy of Bill Bigmore



Helen and Harry Ord Ord Family's Majuba Hill Home

Photographs Courtesy of the Ord Family Album



Yarrowdbés Majy uba Hil Il Sett/] ers: I he

Peter and Maria Wiensz's Majuba Hill Farm 1945 Extended Wiensz Family: Spring, 1946
Vedder Mountain and Old Yale Road in the background
Yarrow Station to the left and east

Belrose Station to the right and west Photographs Courtesy of lrwin Wiensz



Yarrow Station at Wilson Road and Majuba Hill

Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen
Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosalic. Clearbrook,
BC: Klassen, 1976.



Sumas Prairie Hop Fields

) Jcm\ ahd ’rhenr
anadigntop Fields - .~

;«Ffbfanét Helen Ord, ahd fwms Emw

{nomeon Majubathlb . Cwners

Helen and Henry Ord with twins Edmund and John Canadian Hop Yards, Sumas Prairie

The American Henry Norton Ord was a joint partner of Canadian Hop Yards, and
owner of Ord hop fields on Sumas Prairie (Fuggle Hop Garden) and in Kamloops



Picking Hops by Hand

From youngest o eldest... everyone picked hops...
They didr't have to know Englisn to get a pb picking hops...

Weigh -Up...

weighing the hops of

Rev. Jacob Epp (right)
sreRey. J.B. Harder,
Weigher, holding scale
and Rev. Petrus Marfens,
checker who punched the
weight of the fops onthe
ticket....

)
>3

Mr. Harry
Ord...
himselfout
picking
hops....

Lo

THE
INSPECTOR

TOO MANY HOPS LEFT BEHIND.

Ticketspunched .
Wwe're going home.__




Yar r owos

Broe J L

Chadsey Lockhart

Genson Geo

Hudson Edward

Knox Joseph

Maitland Fred H

Sanford Jos

Yarrow's Pioneers: 1919

Brown Elizabeth

mixed farming Robert

mixed farming

mixed farming Duncan W dairying

mixed farming,

Hounsome James
- postmaster

mixed farming

mixed farming Hudson E poultry breeding
gen store, . .
mixed farming Latty D F mixed farming
mixed farming Martin John J. mixed farming
bee keeping Simmons Abe dairying

mixed farming Smith Herbert rbn';ze'gala;}rir:éng,

mixed farming Town Lonzo mixed farming

mixed farming

Yarrow's Pioneers: 1919-1924.

Yarrow's Pioneers: 1924

Smith A A

Town I L

Wright Geo
Allan R logger
Bellrose Vincent farming
Chapman Wm farming
Hounsome Jas  post master
Langren J farmer
Manuel Philip C  farmer
Moir .J farming
Siddall Will gen store
Stevens J farm hand
Town R J mixed farming

Beldam C H farming Bellrose Edgar G
Brown Eglzlit:th mixed farming Chadsey Lockhart
Crickard W retired Cruetzer E
Hudson E farming Jensen Geo M
Latty David F.  farmer Lien Henry M
Martin John J. mixed farming Martin Tom

Porter Mrs P farming Ruddock Robt
Simmons A dairying Smith Mary C
Stromberg J dairying Town Alonzo
Wickander N farming Wright Geo

Chester and Annetta Brown

Pl oneer s

farming
mixed farming

mechanic
farming
farmer

mixed farming
farmer
farming

mixed farming
farming

Bellrose Geo H farming

Carlaw Fred

Duncan WF R
Knox J
Maitland F H
Merton H
Sangford J
Smith Robt J
Town P L

mixed farming

farming
farming

mixed farming
farming
contractor
farmer

mixed farming

1919 &



1927 Eckert agvertise
ofarmland for sale

O In the

Winnipeg Free Press Farmer

Winnipeg ad initiates
Mennonite settiement

by Lois Dickinson,
Chilliwack Museum and
Historical Socisty
'WANTED: Settlers for prinse
Earms beod in Uhe Frusor Valley of
Brittsh Columbsis, ™ s3d the ad in
the Wimipey Free Press tha
samimer of 1937
The advertiserent was placed
by Chilliwack businessman
Cheuncey Eckert. It promoted
the lands recestly recinimed
frean Sumas Lake und it initinted
léb: first Mennonite settiement in

Chauncey Eckert koew the
potontial of fanm land when he
saw it Fie was bom o lowa and
hod worked @ Seath Dakota. He
was 33 years obd whon he came to
Crilliwack in 1906 te begin the
operation of & large daley tarm
oo Chilliwack Central ol

e believed stroogly in grosp
effort anl waes 00e of U fousders
of the Fraser Valley Milk #ro
dacers’ Associatlon n 1917, Me
alne operated e CnBinack Mro-
dacers' Exchunge, which was e
forerunner of Copreratives as we
know them today

I 1915, Chaancey Eckert bullt
s cily o, 8 mansion oo Yale
Tlond), yost & Bock snd a bl vast
of tewn. Made of Sose, sod sun
e Stoneduest, It Tas had, ke its
first owner, s eaduricoe place =
e Distory of Chillimack

Cauncey hadl @ood neighdors
His psrents, Mr. and Mes. Heney
Eckert, who had travelled west
with hine. etocted & Giss white
house right mest deor and
Crsuncey and his (ather worked
teether in She formation of
Chelliwack's first beogital in 1911

The neighbsriiness continuesd
when the shite hosse. siace mav-

l

CHAUNCEY ECKERT

o arcund U cetnor Lo Willisens
Street. became the preperty of
Crsauncey’s partngr [CA. Crain

On Sundays, the Eckerts,
Chauncey and Fraoces with san
Keith and their young daughler,
drove o Uwsr fine towring car 1o
ihe tarreted Chilliwack
Metho®st Church a1 Yale and
Spading where nauncey ssng i
the choir with the Marshalks s
the Manaek

On Mendays, Commeillor Fakert

FSIE191T) droww 10 council
meetings a1 the pew ity haldl,

On olber daws, plain Mr
Eckert gave many yeung
ChiTliwack people their first car
rhches, aned eir transpesrtation o
Prnies af Celtus Take.

Chauncey Eckert always
believed In the potential of
iltivack amd was greatly in-
forested (0 the Swmas Lske
reclamatica scdwune  developed
by ED Barrow and engiseer
Fred Sinclyir

He watehed o Easl Brett’s
Uactors removed the willows
from Be pew lasd, and. being
sxee optinestic Lhas olders, ace
quleed over {000 acres along the

old lake margin. Together wilh
propesty he hod previously purs
chased ot the base of Vedder
Mourtain, he weubi baild 5 pew
corenunity, and he placed s ad
in the Wiaalpey Free Press.

S0 it wes that oo & Febouary
night & L1938, Owancey Bckert,
in M3 toareg car, weloomed
sone of the first B Menmnite
farmilics 1o srrive i Chilliwasck.
They seltled in Yarrow, ssned
for e Mawer which grew 5o pers
sistertly asleag the B.C. Electric
tracks, soed persistend weukd be
the Mernonite efforts to develop
their Land

They weore U new ploscees in
the ares where Volkest Vedder,
Wilkoun Chadsey and the Marcy
Tammily had Tived in eatlier days

Other Exgtociuns lk-rru
BaseR, Jscok Keauwe, aand
Agathy Kiassen h‘n‘ fold the

stery, and all
raeation Chasacer Fidert s kind.
0062 10 the neweamers. He ke
od what German be cowdd. He
loancd money for theer farst land
paymmentx, and be gave long torms
crodit. He famished Sadkdeg
materiale, Stetad with the tuy-
ing of farm machinery, and
aiowed groceres s be charged
10 Hig feene

He had great faith in the Men-
noestes and the Mennsaites had
great feith in Ged. Thelr foith
was net misplaced and Yorrow
prospezed.

Duunoey Eciert Ged In Van-
coover In 1%, Teday, his seae
bouse (La Mansione restsuram )
s 0 Cass ‘A" heriuge duikling

.. but there &5 als the heritage
of Yarrow end Unse Mennoaites
whe Bave gose Lo oliser places in
the province

S

Eckert waited twenty years to get a
return on the land purchased in 1908
from Joseph and Margaret Knox.

Eckert advertised his land for sale in
in the Winnipeg Free Press Farmer,
reprinted as a letter in

the Mennonitische Rundschau.

Mennonite families, anxious to
escape the harsh climate of the
Canadian Prairies, were eager buyers.

They saw these Fraser Valley, virgin
farmlands as a golden opportunity for
a fresh start.

Mennonites thronged west, drawn by
Eckert's generous financial terms.


http://www.yarrowbc.ca/pioneers/village.html#rundschau

1928 -29 Mennonite Settlers Flock to Yarrow to take up farm land.

Bargen John G
Bishop J.W.

Brown R.
Clark J.
Davies T.C.

Duncan Wm F.R.
Dyck Ormin
Erdman John H.
Friesen David

Funk Adolf

Giesbrecht Peter
Golder Harold P.
Hooge George
Hunter John P.
Johnston Frank
Knox G. Marshall
Landin Gus
Linda Carl L.
Martin John
Neufeld Henry
Nickel Abraham

Nickel Jacob A

Pauls Peter

Peters John F.
Reimer Gertrude
Rowles Thos J.

Schellenberg David

Smith Mary C.
Thiessen Elizabeth
Thiessen Tina
Town Robertt
Zandiro Gustaf

farming

labourer

mstr menr

labourer

farmhand
Can Hop Gardens

retired
labourer
tmstr
labourer

farming

farming
farming
labourer
labourer
labourer
farming
trkmn BCER
poultry
farming
barber
farming

farming

farming

farming
farming
logging
farming

widow farming
domestic
domestic
laborer
trackman BCER

— Yarrow's Pioneers (excluding Belrose): 1929 —

Bennett Robt W.

Bolley Henry J.

Cameron John
Dahl Jacob
Doerksen George

Dyck Abraham
Dyck Peter
Esau John
Friesen David R.

Giesbrecht Annie

Goertz Daniel H.
Graham Neil
Hooge George H.
Isaak Cornelius J.
Klassen Abraham
Knox Joseph
Langran C.A.
Loewen George J.
Matyshen Peter
Neufeld Mary
Nickel Abraham Jr.

Norman Jas

Peacock W.J.

Porter Mrs. Rosalind

Reimer Nikolai N
Sawatsky Agnes

Siddall Mrs Eva E.

Standing Frieda C
Thiessen Helen
Town lra L.

farming

labourer

Can Hop Gardens
Ibrmn

labourer

labourer

labourer
farming
farming
farming

domestic
G.H. Hooge

farming
farming
labourer
farming
labourer
dairying
labourer
farming
laboure
domestic
labourer

labourer

Ibrmn

farming
farming
farming

Postmistress

domestic
domestic
farming

Waslynchuck George farming

Berg George

Braun John

Post Office
Dahl John
Downham Saml A.

Dyck Henry

Epp George

Fast George J.
Friesen Jacob H.L.

Giesbrecht Elizabeth

Goertz Elizabeth
Haines Henry P.
Hudson Edward H.
Jantzen Aaron
Klassen Henry
Kornelsen Frank
Larsen Louis
Maitland Fredk H.
Messere Emilio
Neufeld Peter H.
Nickel Cornelius

Ord Henry N.

Peters David

Reimer Elizabeth
Reimer Sarah
Sawatsky Isaac

Siddall Wm H.

Stevens Samuel W.
Thiessen Henry
Town Ira L.

Weibe George W.

farming
farming
Siddall

postmistress
farming

farming

labourer
labourer
farming
farming

domestic
H.N. Ord

domestic

farming

labourer

farming

labourer

labourer

logger

farming
trackman BCER
school teacher
labourer
managing director
Can Hop Gardens
farming

farming
farming
farming

general store
service station

farmhand
chiropractor
farming
farming

Berg Isaac

Brown Elizabeth

Canadian Hop Gardens

Dahl Mary
Duncan Alex H.T.
Dyck Kate

Epp Jacob G

Fraser John A.
Friesen Nettie

Giesbrecht Margaret

Goertz Mary

Hill Emest J.
Hudson Esther M.
Jantzen John J.
Klassen Kornelius
Krause Jacob C.
Latty D.F.
Marshall William
Neufeld Helen
Nichel Richard
Nickel Henry H.

Pankratz Jacob H.

Peters Gertrude

Reimer Gerhard
Rempel David N.
Sawatsky Tina

Simmons Albert

Thiessen Daniel
Thiessen Susanne
Town Ira L. Jr.
Wiens Lena

labourer

farming

Ord mng dir
domestic
farming

domestic
farming
farmhd
domestic

domestic

domestic
labourer
farming
farming
farming
farming
farming
Ibrmn
domestic
farmhand
farming
farming
domestic
G.M. Doerksen
labourer
farming
farming

dairying

farming
farming
farming
farming

Between the summers of
1928 and 1929, passengers
travelling regularly between
Chilliwack and Vancouver on
the B.C. Electric interurban
trains witnessed a village
emerge on the plain below
Veedder Mountain.

70 occasional travellers,
however, Yarrow
materialized as an instant
village.

That Yarrow was an instan,
Mennonite village is evident
from the Mennonite names
that appear on the list of
residents in Wrigley's
Yarrow Directory for 1929.



Mennonile Arrival - 1928

Twelve stalwaurt menfrom that Prairie Towry
Allhealthy and hearty, and.of famed renowrv
Al came torB.C. without ovdime;

To-lookfor work and bask inowr clime:

They went to-work-for “Hopy” Henry Ords
Hoeing; and pegging and Tying the cords
They toiled fromvmorning; Tl late af night,
Thewanwuddy old Ford/they all packed tight.

Ay the trad clombed. the mountain into-the bugh:
Whenthey all got home; Tired and forlorn
They ate beet Borycht with beany;, bacovwand corv

They were up and about, aydwdaybofom

The sunwoy hot, and the water way bads

They allhad to- do- it; that way all/that they hads
They had no- church whenthey begary
So-Jacob-Epp, that grand.old mary

Loaned hiy howe for Prayer and song;
They caume there early staying ever so-long:
They hadno-barmthat any could see;
So-they put their cow invavhollow tree,

They left her there till late that falls

Then buidt their barny, botivlarge and small
Now, that same Fall/the trek begary

Ay othery heard.of the promiyed Lands

They came by Trairy they came by buy,
They came irvdrovey Without wuich fusy,

Mennonite Arrival by
Willlam & Ella Siddall

Yarrow's original pioneer
residents could have
viewed this influx of
Mennonite immigrants
with concern, and even
some alarm and
trepidation.

Thanktully, in answer fo
prayers, the new
ploneers made friends,
got work, built homes,
ralsed children, and
founded churches, and
establishing their
Mennonite society and
town.



On opening day, September 13, 1928 the school had twenty -nine children.
Miss Currie transferred from Majuba Hill School,

In 1929, Mr Carl Wilson became the Principal of the Yarrow Elementary School.

Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen
Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.



yarrow Elementary School 1932

“—

In 1930 with Yarrow's spiralling growth, the School
Board built another one -room building. The two

buildings fronted on Yarrow Central Road.
Photograph Courtesy of Elizabeth Sukkau Penner



Yarrow Elementary School 1932

Looking Northwest toward Sumas Mountain
Photograph Courtesy of Elizabeth Sukkau Penner



Yarrow School Children 1934 -35

Miss Kerr's Girls P.E. Class



yarrow Elementary School 1937

with Principal Carl Wilson

,;n.ltlil




Gathering of Yarrow Mennonite Pioneers 1928

& A :
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Park Where Eckert Road Crosses Stewart Creek Near Vedder Mountain




First Mennonite Church Meeting 1928

Good Friday 1928

Home of Johann
Jantzen Family

Northwest
Corner of Central
and Wilson
Roads

—_— L
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Yarrow Pioneers
Peter P. Giesbrecht and Elizabeth Wittenberg Giesbrecht

Children: Margaret, Peter P, Elizabeth, Mary, David, Susie, Gertrude, Cornelius, Helena, John



Yarrow Pioneers.: Margaretha & Heinrich Enns 1929 Heinrich Enns: woodworking shop.

Margaretha & Heinrich Enns came to Yarrow with their eight children February 20th, 1929.
Mrs. Enns trained as a mid -wife in Russia. Until the 1940's Mrs. Enns delivered many of Yarrow's babies.

She was well known to Chilliwack doctors and they often asked her to continue the care of a patienit.
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Four Derksen Brothers Arrive in Yarrow 1929

T
|| U "' 'l‘lc

1929 — Four brothers, Derksen. (left to right) Johann, Henry,
Gerhard, Peter.

Top right: Johann Derksen's General Store &
gas pump were the first in Yarrow.

Bottom right: Ger har d Der ksenos
Central Road with a garage for son Jake's truck
and their Texaco gas station.




Sumas Prairie Tobacco Industry

- - -

Henry and Anna Buhl erdés Farm: Site of Totem Tobaccoc
Corner of #3 Road and Interprovincial Highway
Photograph  Courtesy of Bob Buhler.



Sumas Prairie Tobacco Industry

Above: 1937 - Tobacco leaves were picked by hand, placed on a
stone boat or rubber wheeled vehicle and hauled in to the tying station.
Left: 1937 - The tobacco leaves are ready for picking and processing

AR
AN N = 3 S

.

1942- Some Yarrow girls on their way to the Tobacco farm. : I PR .
Far left Annie Siemens, far right Lena Kroeker. 1942 - The tobacco-tying crew




Yarrowos Pi/ioneeri n§f BUSI nNésSSeES

Right: 1932: After BC Electric installed power to
Yarrow. Henry Sukkau wired houses for electricity.

Below: George Reimers Machine Shed on Stewart
Road. Note the steel wheels on the tractor.

Bottom Right: Yarrow Bicycle Shop on Central Road.
The building housed many dlfferent business over
the years: Shoe Maker, Pizza Takeout, efc.




Yar rowdos Pl oneeri ng Busi

Yarrow Electric with Dave Epp Jacob A. Froese built Yarrow's first Meat Market

Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.



Yarrowébs Earl y Sett/ ers

1928: Eckert Road home of Jacob G.
Epp family.

The wood, ordered from a calalogue,
was shipped by boxcar to Yarrow by the
BCE Railway.

1928: Peter & Liese Berg home on Central
Road, was the first house built Iin Yarrow



Yarrowos Earl y Sett/] er.

Yarrow Central Road Looking East in 1929
1007 Central Road Background Left:

1940's: Central Road looking west.
Right: Jake Derksen's Texaco Station,

Gerhard Derksen's - )
1012 Central Road Foreground Right: Ger .h ar d Derksendos home behi
) , ~ Heinrich Harms home & barn,
Peter T/l essen's, Corney Langemannos,

MB Church & Elim Bible School.

Wilhelm Martens’, & Katie Wiens | eft Derksen’s Lumber Yard

Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen



Vedder River Flats Mennonite Sefttlers
1928 Nickel Family at 1930 Duncan Road
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Among our first family snapshots after reaching Yarrow in December 1928, this Maria, Henry H., Henry F. Nickel at summer 1930 hay harvesting on rented Duncan farm
shot shows my oldest sister, Marie Nickel, the girl at far right of picture, with at Browne and Duncan Road outside the Yarrow dyke. My mother holding the horses, my
friends at likely her first hop harvest in the Haas Hop field in Sardis in father pitching up the stacks, my brother at 17 building the load. Z Zate/

September 1929, when she was 18, B Zade/

The Vedder River Flats lay outside the Yarrow dykes.
making it subject to flooding during the spring freshets.
The flood damage made farming impossible.

Summer 1931 the Nickel family moved to
the rented Chadsey farm on Majuba Hill.
Courtesy of Bill Nickel.




Vedder River Flats Mennonite Sefttlers

1936 The Derksen Family at the Vedder River west of Ford Road
NOW z‘he Vea’der River Campground
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Julius and Katharina Derksen family i 1936 Katie Derksen and her chickens 5 1937

Julius Jr., Kat/?ar/ha, Jullus, Katle, Chicken Barn next to the Viedder River
George Siemens, Sara, Jake



1936 Sumas Prairie Flood

|
|
|

Even after the Vedder Canal Dykes were built in 1924 and Sumas George Ferguson Farm i Vedder
Lake was drained, Sumas Pralrie was subject to flooding Mountain in background

Jn

i Photographs Courtesy of Chester Brown
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The 1948 Fraser and Vedder River Floods

The severe flood in May and June of 1948 was the
outcome of a number of circumstances.

Cool weather during the spring delayed the thawing
of the snow in the mountains until late May.

Over the Victoria Day weekend, temperatures
spiked, rapidly melting the mountains' snow pack;
substantially raising the water levels of the Fraser

and Vedder Rivers.

At the same time, the moon’s position in relation to
the earth and the sun caused unusually high tides,
slowing the flow of the Fraser River, and backing up

the Vedder River.

Between May 28 and June 3, dykes were breached,
flooding large tracts of land in the region of the
confluence of the Fraser and Vedder Rivers

1948 Flood: Browne Road & Vedder River:

Raymond Wiens & Elmer Wiens with
Katle and Luetta Wiens in the Ford car



The Great Flood of 1951

Surrounded by the stuff, A, Beiges of Boundary rosd. Yarrou

dips his bucketline into o diteh in front of his cabin for a drop ol

witer. He needn't have walked so far, but at lonst the water in the

ditch was running. Homes along the Boundury road were among
the worst hit by the high water g the Yarrow district

Photoeralts Phote

Boundary Road
Homes Flooded

hazurd

A serious threat to the aovient Vedder Canal bridge was the
yam of trees, logs and other debris thot piled up against the plers

of the structure. A winter's {ucl supply for mum people
proved & headache to public works' crows attemipting to remave the
~Photocrufts Photo,

Log Jam Hazard
Vedder Canal Bridge

e Jam

The Chilliwack Progress
Wed, Feb 21, 1951 -Page 7

BC Electric Railway Bridge
Embankment Blasted For High Water



